THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
Mortimer whom Richard II now acknowledged as his heir,
pending the possible birth of some child of his own.
John of Gaunt for the moment had ceased to intrigue: in
1386-87 he was away on the Continent, leaking a feudal claim
to the crown of Castile through his marriage, but the rebels
found another leader in another uncle of the King's, the Duke
of Gloucester. The opposition attacked the Kong's friends,
notably de Vere, to whom Richard had given the government of
Ireland, and Pole, the Earl of Suffolk, who was devoted to
Richard's interests and who was his Chancellor. The rebel
spirit went so far that the young King was threatened with
deposition; he allowed a prosecution of Suffolk by the Com-
mons—that is, the lesser gentry, who were managed by the
King's uncles—and suffered the humiliation of seeing a com-
mittee set up to overlook his income. In all this there entered a
certain weakness in Richard's temperament: he was not yet
twenty-one, and he seems to have shrunk from decisive action.
But, like many another man artistic in character and over-
sensitive, he proved capable of decision in a crisis. The lawyers
supported him, and when the commissioners set up to control
his revenue proclaimed that they would continue their rule for
a year the King was supported by the lawyers in his deter-
mination to assert his royal rights. His judges decided in his
favour, and, using that decision, he came into London, where he
was received with enthusiasm*
But at first he failed. The princes of the blood royal were too
strong for him, with Gloucester at their head, controlling the
Parliament, and joined by John of Gaunt's young son, Henry,
Earl of Derby. The rebels drove into exile or put to death
those who supported Richard, including certain of the judges—
among those killed being the Chief Justice—and they murdered
Burley, who had been the Black Prince's devoted comrade and
the loyal guardian of Richard himself in his boyhood. For a
whole year the rightful King lay in eclipse, when suddenly, on
May 3, 1389, he found himself able to seize power, through the
quarrels which had broken out between the rebel nobles, when
it no longer suited the book of the Lancastrians under young
Derby that Gloucester should be in power.
Richard's Personal Rule. As commonly happens when the
rule of one man succeeds to that of a clique, order was restored,
and things began to go well. The taxes on which the rebels had
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